
Wichita Public Schools  1 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 1: Early Human Communities  
HGSS Standard 4: Societies experience continuity and change over time.    

Benchmark 4.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
continuity and change. 

HGSS Standard 1: Choices have consequences. 
Benchmark 1.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions 
about choices and consequences. 

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect continuity and change to a contemporary issue. (HGSS 4.3) 
• Investigate and connect examples of choices and consequences with contemporary issues. 

(HGSS 1.3)  
3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 4.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
continuity and change.  
 

T2—HGSS 1.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
choices and consequences.  
   

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing continuity and change with a score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (nomads, hunters and gatherers, agricultural revolution, systematic 

farming, domestication, surplus, specialization, Paleolithic Age, Neolithic Age). 
• Explain how civilizations emerge (location, government, religions, social classes, written 

language). 
• Explain the impact technological advances had on early humans.  
• Identify how food surpluses enable greater social complexity and division. 
• D.I.S.S.T - domesticate, irrigate, surplus, specialize, trade (5 steps to developing a civilization) 
 
F2- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (choices, consequences). 
• Revisit ideas from above to make connections to choices and the consequences of their 

choices.  
• How were human societies organized and how did they develop new technologies? 
• How did the change in environment affect the choices of early humans? 
• What were the consequences of developing systematic agriculture? 
 

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices and consequences, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  2 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 2: Mesopotamia  
HGSS Standard 5: Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are 
dynamic.  

Benchmark 5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships. 

HGSS Standard 1: Choices have consequences. 
Benchmark 1.4 The student will use his/her understanding of choices and 
consequences to make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and environment 

to contemporary issues. (HGSS 5.3) 
3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 5.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and environment.   
 

T2—HGSS 1.4 - The student will use his/her understanding of choices and 
consequences to make a claim using evidence. 

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing dynamic relationships with a score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic process such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (fertile, silt, city-states, terrain, irrigation, polytheism, surplus, 

specialize, scribe). 
• Identify the location of Mesopotamia. (Asian continent, Tigris River, Euphrates River, fertile 

crescent). 
• Review the development of a civilization (a group of people that have a high level of culture 

and order, how people belong to different social classes and do different jobs, science and 
the arts, government, values and beliefs). 

• Identify the benefits and challenges of living next to the river. 
• The Sumerians were surrounded by natural barriers (deserts, mountains), each city stood 

alone and developed their own government/religion (ziggurat), during times of peace they 
traded with each other. 

•  Identify important achievements. 
 
F2- The student will perform basic processes as taught through the DBQ. 
• Recall specific vocabulary (values, just/justice, rights, responsibilities, Hammurabi, law code). 
 

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices and consequences, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 

0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  3 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 3: Ancient Egypt 
HGSS Standard 5: Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are 
dynamic.  

Benchmark 5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships. 

HGSS Standard 3: Societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of 
individuals and groups.  

Benchmark 3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions how societies 
are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and environment 

to contemporary issues. (HGSS 5.3)  
• Investigate and connect how societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of 

individuals and groups with contemporary issues. (HGSS 3.3) 
3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 5.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and environment.   
 

T2—HGSS 3.2 - The student will analyze context and draw conclusions from the 
identities, beliefs and practices of individuals and groups. 

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing dynamic relationships as well as the identities, beliefs and practices of 
individuals and groups with a score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

2.0 F1 - The student will perform basic process such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (kemet, terrain, irrigation, cataracts, delta). 
• Identify the location of Egypt (African continent, Nile River).  
• Identify the benefits and challenges of living next to the river. 
• The Egyptians were surrounded by natural barriers such as deserts, cataracts, and marshy 

deltas that kept out invaders because of isolation they developed their own 
government/religion and written language (hieroglyphics). 

• Identify important achievements. 
 
F2- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (unify, dynasty, pharaoh, polytheism, theocracy, afterlife, 

embalming, mummification). 
• Explain the significance of the uniting of Egypt under one ruler. 
• Explain the development of religion in ancient Egypt and how it affected all aspects of life.  

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices and consequences, score 3.0 content  
Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major omissions regarding score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  4 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 4: Ancient Israelites 
HGSS Standard 1: Choices have consequences.  

Benchmark 1.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
choices and consequences. 

HGSS Standard 4: Societies experience continuity and change over time.  
Benchmark 4.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
continuity and change. 

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect examples of choices and consequences with contemporary issues. 

(HGSS 1.3) 
• Investigate and connect continuity and change to a contemporary issue. (HGSS 4.3) 
 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 1.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
choices and consequences.  
 

T2—HGSS 4.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
continuity and change.  
   

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing continuity and change as well as choices and consequences with a score 2.0 
content, and partial success at score 3.0 content.  

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall vocabulary (covenant, monotheism, prophet, commandment, Torah, exodus, tribe, 

exile, proverb, psalm, tradition, synagogue, diaspora). 
• Examine the contributions of key persons, groups and events from the past and their 

influence on the development of Judaism. 
• Recognize that when two or more groups with differing norms and beliefs interact, 

accommodations or conflict may result. 
• Understand the continuity of beliefs, values and behaviors of a religious movement over 

time. 
  

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices and consequences/continuity and 
change, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  5 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 5: Ancient India 
HGSS Standard 3: Societies are shaped by ideas, beliefs and practices of individuals 
and groups.  

Benchmark 3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions how societies 
are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups.  

HGSS Standard 5: Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are 
dynamic. 

Benchmark 5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships. 

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect how societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of 

individuals, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups with contemporary issues. (HGSS 
3.3) 

• Investigate and connect dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and the 
environment to contemporary issues. (HGSS 5.3) 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 3.2 - The student will analyze context and draw conclusions from the 
identities, beliefs and practices of individuals and groups.  
 

T2—HGSS 5.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and environment.   

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing dynamic relationships as well as the identities, beliefs and practices of 
individuals and groups with a score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (for example: subcontinent, monsoon, migrated, polytheistic, 

Hinduism [caste system, Vedas, karma, dharma, reincarnation], and Buddhism [nirvana, 
meditate, enlightenment, pilgrim/pilgrimage]). 

• Explain the development of religion in ancient India and how it affected all aspects of life.  
• Describe the fundamental Hindu beliefs. 
• Describe the fundamental beliefs of Buddhism. 
• Identify key people of Ancient India. 
 
F2 - The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Identify the location of India (continent of Asia, Ganges River, Indus River). 
• Identify the benefits and challenges of living next to the river. 
• Understand the migration of the Aryan people and how their way of life changed after they 

settled in India.  
1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 

omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices and consequences/continuity and 
change, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 



Wichita Public Schools  6 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 6: Ancient China 
HGSS Standard 3: Societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs and practices of 
individuals and groups.  

Benchmark 3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions 
how societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of 
individuals and groups.  

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect how societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of 

individuals and groups with contemporary issues. (HGSS 3.3) 
 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 3.2 - The student will analyze context and draw conclusions from the 
identities, beliefs and practices of individuals and groups.  
   

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing the identities, beliefs and practices of individuals and groups with a score 2.0 
content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as: 
• Recall specific vocabulary (for example: warlords, ancestors, aristocrats, mandate of heaven, 

bureaucracy, hereditary, Confucianism, Legalism, filial piety, standardized, censors, currency, 
civil service, tenant farmer, silk road). 

• Outline the chronology of China from the Zhou dynasty through the Han dynasty. 
• Explain fundamental political characteristics and developments in early China. 
• Explain fundamental cultural characteristics and developments in early China.  
 

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about the identities, beliefs and practices of individuals 
and groups, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  7 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 7: Ancient Greece 
HGSS Standard 5: Relationships between people, places, ideas and environments are 
dynamic.  

Benchmark 5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships.  

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and environment 

to contemporary issues. (HGSS 5.3) 
 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 5.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and environment.   
   

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing dynamic relationships with a score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (for example: peninsula, isolation, colonies, polis, agora, acropolis 

phalanx, tyrant, oligarchy, democracy, helots, ephors). 
• Explain how geography affected the location and development of Greek city-states. 
• Describe the characteristics of Athenian society.  
• Identify important Greek thinkers/sophists (Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle). 
• Describe the characteristics of Spartan society. 
 

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about dynamic relationships among people, places, 
ideas and environment, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  8 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 8: Ancient Rome 
HGSS Standard 2: Individuals have rights and responsibilities. 

Benchmark 2.4 The student will use their understanding of rights and 
responsibilities to make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

HGSS Standard 4: Societies experience continuity and change over time. 
Benchmark 4.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
continuity and change. 

4.0 The student could: 
• Investigate and connect continuity and change to a contemporary issue. (HGSS 4.3) 
• Use their understanding of continuity and change to make a claim or advance a thesis using 

evidence and argument about the short and long term effects of the decline of the Roman 
Empire. (HGSS 4.4) 

  
3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 4.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
continuity and change.  
 

T2—HGSS 2.4 - The student will use their understanding of rights and 
responsibilities to make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence.  
   

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing continuity and change with a score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (for example: legion, republic, empire, patrician, plebian, veto, 

triumvirate, tribune, dictator, praetors, consul, aqueducts, colosseum). 
• Explain shifts in the Roman political system. 
• Identify important people/events and how they promoted change in Rome.  
• Describe important aspects of Roman society and culture. 
 
F2- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (for example: citizen, subject, social contract theory of citizenship, 

city-state, philosopher, Roman Republic, oligarch, ostracized, privileges, rights). 
 

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about continuity and change, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  9 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 9: The Americas 
HGSS Standard 5: Relationships among people, places, ideas and environment are 
dynamic. 

Benchmark 5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions 
about dynamic relationships.   

4.0 The student could: 
• Use their understanding of dynamic relationships among people, places, ideas and 

environment to make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. (HGSS 5.4)  
 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS 5.2 - The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
dynamic relationships.   
  

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing dynamic relationships with a score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 
3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary (for example: Isthmus, terrace farming, slash and burn, chinampas, 

abandoned, conquistadors, decline, erosion). 
• Describe the migration of people from Asia to the Americas. 
• Describe the influence of location and geography on the achievements and advancements of 

each civilization (Maya, Aztec, & Inca). 
 

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about dynamic relationships among people, places, 
ideas and environment, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  10 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 10: World Religions 
HGSS Standard 3: Societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs and practices of 
individuals and groups. 

Benchmarks 3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions from the 
identities, beliefs and practices of individuals and groups. 

4.0 The student could: 
• The student will investigate and connect how societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, 

and practices of individuals and groups with contemporary issues. (HGSS 3.3) 
• Use their understanding of how societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices 

of individuals and groups to make a claim or advance a theory using evidence and argument. 
(HGSS 3.4) 

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 

3.0  The student will: 
T1—HGSS 3.2 - The student will analyze context and draw conclusions from the 
identities, beliefs and practices of individuals and groups. 

2.5 Student will have no major errors or omissions regarding vocabulary, explaining and identifying content and they will 
also achieve partial success at analyzing the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups with a score 2.0 
content, and partial success at score 3.0 content. 

2.0 F1- The student will perform basic processes such as:  
• Recall specific vocabulary for Judaism - review from Israelite unit (for example: Hebrew, 

Torah, Hebrew bible, Jerusalem, Judah Judaism, prophets, rabbi). 
• Summarize the life story of Abraham. 
• Describe the fundamental teachings of Judaism. 
• Examine important events/traditions and their significance. 
 
• Recall specific vocabulary for Christianity (for example: parables, Jesus Christ, Judea, 

messiah, Old/New testament, 12 apostles, resurrection, salvation, martyrs, gospel, doctrine).  
• Summarize the life of Jesus of Nazareth. 
• Describe the lives of early Christians.  
• Describe the fundamental teachings of Christianity.  
• Examine important events/traditions and their significance. 
 
• Recall specific vocabulary for Islam (for example: Muslim, Quran, sheikh, shari’ah, caliphate, 

mosque, Allah, Sunni, Shia). 
• Summarize the life story of Muhammad.  
• Describe the fundamental teachings of Islam.  
• Examine important events/traditions and their significance.  
 

1.5 Student will have partial success at recalling vocabulary, explaining and identifying content, at the 2.0 score and major 
omissions regarding analyze the context and draw conclusions about the identities, beliefs and practices of individuals 
and groups, score 3.0 content. 

1.0 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content. 
0.5 With help, student will have partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content. 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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Wichita Public Schools  11 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations 

Scale 11: Argument (6th Grade) 
HGSS ARGUMENT: Make and support a claim using clear reasons, relevant evidence, 
and credible sources to demonstrate understanding of the topic or text. 

4.0 The student may: 
• Make a compelling argument that changes or stimulates the reader’s viewpoint about the 

claim through skillful use of sources. Provide a counterclaim and refute it with evidence.  
  

3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, partial success at score 4.0 content 
3.0 The student will: 

T1—HGSS ARGUMENT - Make and support a claim using clear reasons, relevant 
evidence, and credible sources to demonstrate understanding of the topic or 
text. 
  

2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding score 2.0 content, and partial success at score 3.0 content 
2.0 F1—The student will perform basic processes with some errors: 

• Introduce an argument that includes a claim. 
• Provide evidence that includes: 

o Logical reasoning and relevant evidence using a credible source or sources.  
o Words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationship between the claim and reasons. 

• Provide a concluding statement or section that logically follows and supports the argument.  
1.5 Partial success at score 2.0 content, and major errors or omissions regarding score 3.0 content 
1.0 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content and score 3.0 content 
0.5 With help, partial success at score 2.0 content but not at score 3.0 content 
0.0 Even with help, no success 
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